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TO THE 


PARISHIONERS OF MIDDLEHAM. 


EING unavoidably abfent from you, my Brethren, at this 
awful criſis, which demands every poſhble attention from a 
Paſtor to his Flock, I conceived that I could not render you a 
more eſſential ſervice than by reprinting for your uſe, and re- 
commeanding to your ſerious peruſal, the ſubjoined «+ Warning 
and Admonition addreſſed by the Commiſhon of the General 
Aſſembly, to the Church of Scotland;” as the preſent ſituation 
of public affairs renders it neceſſary to bring forward every mo- 
tive of duty that may call forth our exertions, and every conſola - 
tion of hope that may ſupport us in our ſtruggle to maintain our 
RELIGION, LIBERTY and Laws. But tho? I cannot ſuper- 
add any arguments more worthy of your attention than ſuch as 
are contained in the following © Warning and Admonition,” 
yet my zealous regard for our common cauſe, as well as for 
your particular edification and encouragement, will not allow 
me to with-hold a few conſiderations which may tend to confirm 
your attachment to the cauĩe of Religion and your Country. 
I. Our Lord puts the queſtion to the Diſciples, Luke 
xviii, 8) © When the Son of Man cometh ſhall he find faith on 
the Earth ?” Whether this advent may refer to the Millennium 


or the general Judgment, certain it is, a previous decline of 


Religion, and the ſpreading of infidelity, is implied in the queſ- 
tion: and therefore, it is peculiarly incumbent upon thoſe who 
defire © to inherit the Promiſes” to diſcern © the. Signs: of the 
Times”, and from the progreſs of infidelity to take warning, to 
Fear for themſelves, and by a frifer piety and ſeverer virtue to 
prepare for whatever events may ariſe ; that when our Lord 
cometh in any of his extraordinary Viſitations, when he ariſeth 
to ſhake terribly the Earth”, Iiaiah ii, 19) we may be found 
with our Loins girded about and our Lamps burning, * like 

unto 
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unto men that wait for the Lord”. For, if infidelity be one of 
the ſigns preceding our Lord's coming, never had believers more 
need © to watch” for never ſince the firſt piomulgation of 
Chriſtianity was infidelity ſo widely ſpread, ſo openly and da- 
ringty profeſſed, Never did a whole nation that had once pro- 
ſeſſed it entirely abjure, knowingly, wilfully and preſumptuouſly, 
all Religion natural and revealed, till France roſe up the firſt 
example of avowed Atheiſm and open contempt of all Religion, 
Never was it before known in the world that a Conſpiracy 
ſhould ſpread itſelf thro' the various Cities and Regions of the 
Earth to preach Atheiſm, to overthrow all Religions and all ex- 
iſting Governments that men may be left uncontrouled by Re- 
ligion and Laws, by any hopes or fears of HEREAFTER, to the 
unreſerved gratification of every ſenſual and malicious paſſion 
which can degrade men into Brutes and Demons. I am not 
ſpeaking at random. I refer to the work of the Atheiſt Con- 
orcet of France, one of the Authors of the Revolution and the 
preſent war, who ſince has gone by a miſerable Death to his 
own Place.—I refer to Writers who have adopted the folly of 
Atheiſm of late among ourſelves :* I refer to the authorities, 
amounting to demonſiration, produced by Profeſſor Robinſon, 
(of Edinburgh) in bis © Proots of a Conſpiracy for the Over- 
throw of all the Religions and Governments of the World”, 
and publiſhed laſt year. I refer to the Decrees of the French 
Republick declaring Death to be a perpetual Sleep—to the 
ACTS of the French Republick for the Annihilation of all Re- 
ligion and Morality, eſpecially that fouleſt of all the ſetting up 
an infamous Woman in the Temple of God to be worſhipped 
as the Goddels of Liberty! I refer to the Jacobinical Clubs in 
England and Scotland, and their Correſpondence with the ene- 
mies of Religion and their Country, in which they applaud the 
Anarchy, the Maſſacres, the Atheiſm, of France, and avow their 
deſign to imitate their proceedings at Home! I refer to ſeveral 
of thetr memorials preſented to the Convention of France, re- 
commending a Community of Wives, and the taking of Children 
out of the hands of their Parents to train them up to Anarchy 
and Blood! To which I muſt add that the cold bloody minded- 

| neſs of theſe lying advocates of © the Rights of Man“, io far 
trom looking with an eye of pity to * the Sufferings of Man', 
recommend the perſiſting . with a firm ſlep thro' the immenſity 
of ages” (the very words of Condorcet) in the work of Atheiim 
and Murder, for the purpoſe of plucking up all Religion, Morz- 
lity and Government from the very foundations!!! _— 
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ſecreily comrizenting with other affiliated Societies for the 


. fame purpoſe, have ſubſiſted a conſiderable time paſt, ſome of 


them having had their commencement above twenty years ago; 
and have ſpread into no leſs than 58 PRINCIPAL CITIES AND 
NATIONS of Europe and America. Great-Britain itſelf con- 
tains no Jeſs than TEN oF THEM. To give a full account of 
their principles, their deſigns and diabolical devices, would re- 
quire a volume: whoever defires fuller information on the ſub- 


jet, muſt have recourſe to Profeſſor Robinſon's book, which 


ſurniſnes A KEY to the Revolution in France, and explains 
other great and revolutionary events of the preſent time. Sul- 
fice it here to fay, from documents that Writer has adduced, 
that the ſecret principles of thele Societies are as follow; * that 
God and the World are the ſame thing—that all Religion is 
without foundation—that every peaſant, citizen and houſeholder, 
is a ſovereign; that all Government is an injurious uſurpation 
on the natural rights of man—that Nations are to be brought 
back to a State of Nature, by peaceable means if poſſible, if 
not by FORCE. The firſt aim of the promoters of theſe princi- 
ples is to get poſſeſſion of RICHES, POWER and INFLUENCE, 
W1iTHOUT INDUSTRY : (witneſs France)—to deceive the bulk 
of the people into the ſupport of their meaſures by a PRETEN D- 
£D LIBERTY and EQUALITY: to have no fcruples about the 
means they employ to accompliſh their ends, murder, aſſaſſina- 
tion, poiſoning, treaſon, murder of parents or of children, or 
in ſhort any other crime that may forward their purpoſes—that 
the Societies have a right to rule the w91/d——to aboliſh Chriſ- 
tianity in order that diſſolute manners and univerſal profligacy 
may procure them the adherence of THE WICKED, and enable 
them to overturn all the Civil Governments of Europe; after 
which they will extend their conqueſts to other quar- 
ters of the world, till they have reduced mankind to one undiſ- 
tiaguiſhed chaotic mals of LIBERTY and EQUALITY! and 
having thus got rid. of religion to rule the world”. 

I appeal to the common ſenſe of every man, whether theſe 
principles do not explain the conduct of the French Nation, 
and of their murderous, traitorous and incendiary-affociates in 
Gieat-Britain and Ireland—whether they do not ſhew, moſt 
evidently, that the correſponding Jacobin Clubs in various parts 
of Europe have ideen the way for that ſucceſs which the 
French arms, without the prevalence of French principles, would 
never otherwiſe have obtained ; and that therefore ſuch Societies 
in Great-Britain ſhould not only be put down and their _ 
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bers bought to juſlice. but that every man who values his religion, 
his life and liberty, ſhould aſſiſt in bringing before the public all 
ſuch traitorous Aſſociations.— But be not afraid of their ter- 
ror”, neither let theſe things ſhake your faith in God or his 
Chriſt: for they were foreſeen and foretold by the Spirit of 
Prophecy. The perilous times of theſe latter days”, the per- 
nicious principles, the abominable practices, the Atheiſm, re- 
bellion and licence, the high boaſts of the Great Nation,” and 
of the preſent times, you will find exactly deſcribed and pre- 
dicted by St. Paul in his Second Epiſtle. to Timothy, Chapters 
ad and gd, and allo by St. Peter in the gd Chapter of his Se- 
cond Epiſtle. If you conſult theſe Paſſages, you cannot fail 
to obſerve the conformity of the events and the prediQtion : 
your faith in the Goſpel of Chriſt will even be confirmed by 
the attempts of wicked men to deſtroy it: you will find that a 
diſcovery of their principles was to be made; that their pro- 
greſs would receive a check, and that the authors of ſuch evils 
ſhould. meet with perdition; to them ſhould be reſerved the 
miſts of darkneſs for ever. 2 Peter, ii. 17. and iii. 7. LS 
II. The next remarkable © Sign of the Times” is the late 
conqueſt of. Rome, the fall of the Papal Power and the ſeizure of 
the dominions of the Papacy, in one hour”; as St. John 
ſpeaks reſpecting the ſuddenneſs of the event, and we perceive 
It to. be the caſe, The Papacy received its dominion from 
France; and France is the Power deſigned by the Spirit of Pro- 
phecy, (under the name of a nation from the North in Jeremiah, 
Chapters 50 and 51, compared with Revelations 17) for the 
Subverſion of the Power of the See of Rome, or myſtic Baby- 
lon. For that Rome Papal is intended under that Symbol, we 
learn from Revelat. 17, which deſcribes the Papal Power as yet 
to come in St. John's time, as an eighth beaſt, and to receive 
its dominion from the ten Horns or Kings, which had no exiſt- 
ence in St. John's time, but were to ariſe afterwards, when the 
Roman Empire ſhould be broken in pieces; who ſhould after- 
wards hate the Whore (Papal Rome) and make her deſolate and 
naked, and ſhould conſume her fleſh (deſtroy her temporal do- 
minion) and burn her with fire; (the ſymbol of war). And 
has not France hated the Whore, and taken away her dominion 
and that by War? 1 
Two very important inferences are to be drawn from this 
great event. The ſirſt is, that they who are of the Communion 
of the Church of Rome, may perceive that ſhe is that corrupt, 
idolatrous and perſecuting Church ſpoken of in the Revelation 
ot dt. jonn, elpecially Chapters 17 and 18; and therefore they 
| thould obey the Angel's meilage, Chap. 18, iv, and leave her 
Communion. 
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Communion. Come out of her my people, leſt ye be parta- 
kers of her plagues,” 

In the next place this Event demonſtrates the Truth of Scrip- 
ture Prophecy: for © the Ger of Jeſus is the ſpirit of 
Prophecy“: the accompliſhment of Prophecy eſtabliſhes the 
truth of Chriſtianity : and its accompliſhment, in paſt or pre- 
ſent times, is a pledge and aſſurance that what remains to be 
fulfilled in future, will alſo be completed in its proper place and 
ſeaſon, For the Scripture Prophecies extend to the end of the 
world, and therefore cannot be fulfilled all at once ; but as the 
correſponding events ariſe in order of time, and anſwer the Se- 
ries of Prophecy. We may therefore conſole ourſelves with 
the “ ſure and certain hope” that all the Prophecies and all the 
Promiſes of Chriſt to his Church will be fulfilled in the moſt 
exact conformity of the event with the Promiſe or Prophecy in 
every inſtance: we may aſſure ourſelves that the gates of hell, 
its force or policy ſhall never prevail over the Church of Chriſt; 
to exemplify which bleſſed Promiſe ſeems to be one deſign of 
the Revelation of St. John: no weapon formed againſt the 
Church of Chriſt ſhall proſper”: all the wit and learning and 
power of the Roman Empire exerted with all poſſible malignity 
for three hundred years, (and they were much greater than the 
wit and power of France) could not deſtroy the Chriſtian Faith; 
on the contrary it roſe ſuperior to its enemies and triumphed 
gloriouſly. So it ſhall continue to do. Our Lord at the 
head of us ſhall go on © conquering and to conquer”: he ſhall 
rule his enemies with a rod of iron; he ſhall break them in 
pieces like a potter's veſſel : they ſhall meet the ſierceneſs of his 
anger and diſpleaſure; and in ſpite of French Tyranny and 
French Infidelity and domeſtic Treaſon, the Church of Chriſt 
ſhall be ** all beautiful, glorious and triumphant, and the ſer- 
vants of Chriſt ſhall partake of the joy and triumph of their 
Lord, ſhall live and reign with him”. For a deſcription of this 
glorious and happy flate, I muſt refer you to the Prophecies of 
8. on this head, and the latter chapters of the Revelation of 

t. John. 

Having this aſſurance of the final Triumph of our Faith, and 


_ the inevitable, as well as tremendous deſitruttion of all its ene- 


mies, Jet us hold faſt the Profeſſion of our Faith without waver- 
ing. In this Faith, with theſe hopes before us, let no afflictions, 
dangers or diſcouragements, (which may be fent for our trial 
and purification) ſhake our re!olution. Let us ſtand forth in 
defence of our Religion and Laws, our wives ard children, 
againſt a ferocious enemy, who hath uttered his proud defiance 
againſt the Aimighty, broken down the Altars, polluted the 
. Temples 
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Temples of the moſt High ; ravaged the earth, deſtroyed in his 
own land full two millions of his own people, with 250,000 
women and 240,000 children and 24,000 prieſts; excluſive of 
the lives loſt in war; an enemy who hath oppreſſed every peo- 
ple among whom he has ſet his foot, with the moſt grievous 
exattions; barbarouſly and foully violated the chaſtity of their 
women of every age, even tho' afflicted with loathſome diſea- 
ſes. This ſerocious enemy, religion, virtue, duty, intereſt, 
equally call upon you to oppoſe at the hazard of your lives, at 
the expence of your property, which the unrelenting foe would 
put under requiſition for his own uſe. Energy and exertion 
will ever be attended with effect; with comfort and conſolation 
alſo from a ſenſe of having done our duty. A cowardly com- 
romiſe would leave us flzves at the foot of the moſt cold 
blooded tyranny the world ever beheld. Providence will give 
a glorious iſſue to the exertions of thoſe who are grieved for 
the blaſphemy againſt his Name. Read the Books of Maccabees, 
and ſee this verified—2 Maccabees, ch. 14, 15. Conſider the 
glorious triumphs which the pious zeal of one man gave riſe to, 
and the deliverance it procured to his country; and ſee the mi- 
ſerable end of Antiochus and Nicanor, the perſecutors of the 
Jews, and the blaſphemers of their God! Oh! deſtroy not 
mightily and barbarouſly” ſaid the pious Judas Maccabzus 
to the impious and deſolating tyrant Nicanor; © but give ho- 
nour to that day which he that ſeeth all things hath honoured,” 
(that ſacred day which the French have aboliſhed)—* then the 
moſt ungracious wretch demanded / there were a mighty one in 
Heaven? And when they aid there is a living Lord and mighty, 
who commanded the ſeventh day to be kept ; then ſaid Nicanor, 
and I ALSO am mighty upon earth! So Nicanor in exceeding 
pride and haughtineſs determined to ſet up a public monument 
of his victory over Judas and them that were with him.—But 
Maccabzus had ever ſure confidence that the Lord would help 
him. Wherefore he exhorted his People not to fear the coming 
of the heathen againſt them, but to remember the aid which in 
former times they had received from Heaven, and now to ex- 
3 the victory which ſhould come from the Almighty, And 
o comforting them out of the Law and the Prophets, when 
he had ſtirred up their minds, he gave them their charge, 
ſhewing them therewithal the falſehood of the Heathen and the 
breach of caths; thus they determined manfully to try the mat- 
ter by conflicts becauſe THE CITY, THE SANCTUARY, and 
TEMPLE were in danger. And now when as all looked what 
ſhould be the trial (as the eyes of all the world are now upon 
us) and the enemies were already come near, Maccabzus called 
upon 
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upon the Lord that worketh wonders, knowing that the victory 
cometh not by arms, but even as it ſeemeth good to him; O 
Lord of Heaven ſend a good Angel before us, and thro' the 
might of thine arm, let thoſe be ſtricken with terror that come 
up againſt thy holy people to blaſpheme* ;—ſo that fighting with 
their hands and praying with their hearts, they had victory and 
triumph, and thro' the appearance of God they were greatly 
cheered, Now when the battle was done, returning again with 
Joy, they knew that Nicanor lay dead in his harneſs”. | 

Such will ever in their oppoſite iſſues be found pious courage 
and impious boaſting. © The triumphing of the wicked will be 
thort—and they that have ſeen him ſhall ſay where is he?” 
„The enemies of Chriſt who would not ſuffer him to rule over 
them ſhall be brought forth and ſlain before his face”.—* He 
ſhall reign till he hath put all his enemies under his feet, King 
of Kings and Lord of Lords!" 
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WARNING AND ADMONITION 


TO THE 
PEOPLE OF SCOTLAND, 


Publiſhed by the Commiſſion of the General Aſſembly, and ordered 
to be read by the Miniflers of that Church, from their reſ- 
pective Pulpits, on the Day appointed for 


A A NATIONAL FAST. 


IN the arduous conteſt in which we are at preſent engaged, we 
| have not as yet met with any national diſaſter; but, while 
the other States of Europe, intimidated by the progreſs of the 
French arms, are bending under the yoke, we have hitherto 
been able to prote& our commerce, and to ward off the hoſtili- 
ties which have been direfted againſt our ſhores. While, bre- 
thren, you celebrate the gallantry of our ſeamen, the vigilance 
and activity of our naval adminiſtration, the {kill and alertneſs 
of our commanders; while you honour, with daily expreſſions 
of your good will, the illuſtrious heroes who led to victory, and 
pay every tribute to the memory of the brave and ſaithful men 
who fell in the cauſe of their country. - amidſt the acknowledg- 
ments due to human exertions, look up to HiM whom the 
wind and the ſeas obey, Recolleft the circumſtances which 
render the time and the meaſure of a naval victory completely 
dependent upon the will of Heaven. In the train of ſucceſs 
which has attended us round the globe, mark the continued in- 
terpoſition of Providence for our defence ; and, after the ex- 
ample of the noble Admirals, who, in the preſence of their 
Sovereign, preſented upon the Altar of Gop, the colours which 
have been won in the great naval'engagements of this war, let 
all ranks of men unite in ſaying, ** Not unto us, O Lord, not 

unto us, but unto thy name be the glory.“ _ 
| . e 
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The ſucceſſion of naval victories, which, we truſt, brethren, 
you recollect with pious gratitude, has filled our enemies with 
rage. They are indignant that there 1s one nation in Europe, 
over which, in the unexampled career of their fortune, they 


have never gained any advantage; which has perſevered in op- 


poſing its influence to the wild progreſs of their ambition, and 
has had the magnanimity to extend its views to the indepen- 
dence of Europe, and the liberties of mankind. They are in- 
dignant that there is one free government which repudiates their 
falle maxims; one eſtabliſhed conſtitution which expoſes the 
chimerical nature of their ſyſtem; one happy country, where 
the complete ſecurity, which the ſubje& derives from the legal 
adminiftration of juſtice, forms a ſlriking contraſt to the preca- 


rious tenure by which every man holds his life, his property, and 


His place in Society, under the unlimited deſpotiſm which has 
beenengraſted upon their doctrines of liberty and equality. They 


have declared, that the French Republic and the Britiſh Go- 


vernment cannot ſubſiſt together. They ate collecting on their 
coaſtsa great army, which, with a view both to inſult and to intimi- 
date us, they call, the Army of England;“ and, having reject- 
ed the equitable terms which we offered, without propoſing in 
their turn any plan of pacificationthey boaſt that they will ſendthis 
army to dictate in London the terms upon which they will con- 
deſcend to give us peace. 

Afier thele declarations of the enemy, the wer is not on our 
part a matter of choice. It is a war which the firſt law of nature, 
the great duty of ſelf-preſervation, renders juſt and neceſſary : 
it is a war not for wealth, for diſtant poſſeſſions, for commercial 
advantages: it is a war in defence of all the bleſſings which we 
Have received from Heaven, in deſence of the honour, the in- 
dependence, the exiſtence of the nation. Imagine not, brethren, 
that it is only a temporary interruption of your tranquillity, 
which you have reaſon to dread. Ihe enemies with whom 
you now contend, come to ſeize your property, to lay waſle 
your lands, and to repay the armies which invade you, with the 
ſpoil In the lury of their rapine, they will make no diſtinction; 
but the houſes of the peaſant and the landlord, of the farmer 
and the cottager, will be conſumed in one flame. They come 
to wreſt out of our hands the dominion of the ſea, to annihilate 
our commerce, to render us completely ſubject to their power, 
and to reduce Great Britain to the condition of Venice, which 
after pretending to make free, they ſold to the Emperor; of 
Holland, which their friendſhip bas ruined ; of the combination 
of Stares, called the Ciſalpine Republic, which hold a precarious 


exillence under the protection of a victorious French General. 
They 
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They wage war againſt your ſorm of government: and, if they 
accompliſh their deſigns, you will be no longer a free people. 
Inſtead of that ſecurity which every man enjoys, by knowing 
that he cannot be condemned till his conduct has been fully in- 
veſtigated and the ſentence of a jury has pronounced him guilty, 
there will be ſubſtituted the mandates of a government, which, 
underthe pretext of liberty, ſets no bounds to its deſpotiſm, which, 
without even the form of a trial, ſends the ſuſpected to public or 
to ſecret death, to priſon or to baniſhment : which confiſcates 
their effects, and extends its perſecution to all their connections. 


Inſtead of a ſubordination of ranks, which we know to be the 


beſt guard of liberty, by which no man is excluded from riſing 
to riches and honour, and the different orders of the State mi- 
niſter to the ſubſiſtence, the protection, and enjoyments of one 
another, there will be an equality of wretchedneſs, in which 
the rich are ſtripped of their property; the poor, without being 
permitted to ſhare in the ſpoil, are deprived of their comforts ; 
and all are alike ſubjected to arbitrary requiſition, to inſult and 
oppreſſion. Your enemies come, brethren, not only to dethrone 
your KiNG, and to diſmiſs your PARLIAMENT, but they come, 
to overthrow that RELIGION which you and your fathers have 
profeſſed, and the free exerciſe of which is one of the rights of 
a BR1iTISH ſubject. They wage war againſt the Scriptures 
which you revere; againſt the GoD in whom you truſt. They 
have effaced from their calendar that day upon which Chriſtians 
have, from the beginning, celebrated the relurrettion of the 
Lord Jeſus : and they are endeavouring to obliterate every me- 
morial of the Chriſtian Religion. All religious eſtabliſhment 
of every kind, all Chriſtian belief and worſhip, they ridicule and 
proſcribe. Were their impious threatenings to prevail, in thoſe 
Churches where you are now met, you would aſſemble no more; 


the voice of your Paſtors would never again be heard there. In- 


ſtead of the cheering, conſoling, elevating doctrines of the Goſ- 
pel of Chrift, there would be publicly inculcated in this land, 
that gloomy degrading ſyſtem, which baniſhes Mind from the 
univerſe, which declares that death is an eternal ſleep, and that 
beyond the grave, there is no puniſhment to the wicked, no re- 
ward to the righteous, no recompence for the troubles of liſe. 
The ſound inſtruction of the Scriptures would yield to the de- 
luſive doctrines of a falſe philoſophy, which thakes the ſecurity 
of government, deſtroys the innocence and tranquillity of pri- 
vate life, and. gives licence to a multitude of crimes: and the 
dereliction of every religious principle would, in this country, 
be accompanied with the ſame brutality of rage, and the ſame 


flagitioulneſs of conduct, which have appeared in the atrocious 


deeds that have marked the progreſs of the French revolution. 
Nor 
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Nor would it be in your power, brethren, to fly, as many in. 
habitants of France have fled, from theſe horrors; for whither 
could you go? If this Iſland becomes a province of France, there 
will be no longer an afylum for the wretched, no other habita- 
tion of religion, truth and juſtice: but one ſound of tumult and 
uproar will be heard around the globe. 

We beſeech you brethren, ſeriouſly, to conſider the dangers, 
of which we have given you a faithful pifture: and we earneſt. 
ly recommend it to all the Miniſters of this National Church, to 
endeavour, by public and private inſtruction, to impreſs your 
minds with a ſenſe of the duty which, in ſuch circumſtances, 
you owe to your country; and to encourage people of all ranks 
to reſolve, like our King, and his two Houſes of Parliament, 
that they will ſtand or fall with our Religion, our Laws, and 
Liberties. Is there a Briton whoſe heart will not accord with 
ſuch admonitions? Is this a time to contend about political dif. 
ferences, when we are ſtruggling for the very exiſtence of the na. 
tion? Shall ſpeculative improvements of the beſt conſtitution in the 
world, ſhall attachment to a party, or private diſſatisſaction, unnerve 
the Britiſh arm, and lay our ſide open to the dagger of the foe? We 
have ſeen, with much ſatisſaction, the voluntary aſſociations for 
the defence of the country, in which perſons of rank and pro. 
perty, mingling with merchants, manufatturers, and mechanics, 
form a body of men trained to the ule of arms, who, without 
forſaking the occupations of peace, are ready to repreſs internal 
tamult and to guard our ſhores againſt the approach of the foe. We 
behold with equal delight, another expreſſion of the ſame patriotic 
ſpirit, in the alacrity with which money is furniſhed for the pub- 
lic ſervice. While the taxes that have been lately impoled do 
not, in the ſmalleſt degree, affect the lower orders of the com- 
munity, thoſe who pay the largeſt ſhare of them are ſo far from 
complaining of the burden created by the demands oi the State, 
that we ſee them preſſing forward to teſtify their zeal in the com- 
mon cauſe, by a Voluntary Contribution of a large portion of 
their income. It is zoz/e to think, that wealth cannot be ſo pro- 
| fitably expended as in preſerving all that renders exiſtence deſi- 
rable: it is vi-tuous to learn private frugality from the extent of 
the national expenditure: it is Magnanzmous to relinquiin every 
paltry ſcheme of hoarding up ſuperfluities and ſavings, when all 
is at ſtake, and io truſt, chat every ſacrifice will be abundantly 
recompenſed by the gratitude of the country, and a ſhare in the 
national proſperity. Let thoſe who are reftrained by the nat- 
rownelſs of their income, or the demands of families, from em- 
ulating the hiberality of their brethren, be the more ſolicitous to 
exhibit every diſplay of public ſpirit which their ſituation 2 
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A ſeaſon of danger, of alarm, and national exertion, is a time 
when the laws ſhould reign ſupreme; when every man ſhould 
be ſound at his poſt, waiting in ſilence to receive the orders 
which may be given him, prompt in yielding obedience, and 
ready to lend to the community all his talents and all his vigour. 
At ſuch a time, all who love their country, forgetting former 
quarrels, ſhould, without recrimination, encourage one another 
under every hardſhip, and bear, without murmuring, every 
burden. Let every ſinner think, that ke adds to the ſum of na- 
tional guilt, and conſpires, in his place to draw down the ven- 
geance of Heaven upon the land which nouriſhes him. Let the 
frivolous manners, the languid, careleſs, ſelfiſh ſpirit, and that 
corruption of the whole character, which the continuance of 
peace and national proſperity tends to foſter, yield the place 
which they have uſurped in this country, to thoſe menly virtues 
which the preſſure of the times demands. Maintain, brethren, 
a ſacred regard to all the rights of your neighbours: abandon 
every vicious purſuit; and concenter, in love to your country, 
thoſe aſfetions which, at other times, follow aſter vanity.—By 
this union of ſentiment and of effort, you will expoſe the falſe- 
hood of that inſidious diſtinction, which our enemies #ffe& to 
draw between the Government and the People of Britain; and 
you will exhibit to their view a nation whom their emiſſaries 
were not able to corrupt, whom their boaſling has not intimida- 
led, and whom the hiſtory of their eventful Revolution is daily 
confirming in attachment to 1hat unrivalled Conſtitution, of 
which, with an envious eye, and an ulurping hand, they attempt 
torob us. Let a firm faith in the ſuperintending Providence 
of God, eſtabliſh your minds, brethren, in perfe& tranquillity 
with regard to the iſſue of the preſent conteſt. To reſiſt the rude 
attack of the ſpoiler, to ſet bounds to the lawleſs ambition, and 
to prolong the reign of Order and Juſtice, is a duty which God 
hath impoſed, a ſervice which accords with the whole plan of 
His righteous adminiſtration, a work which HE approves, and 
which He will bleſs. The combination of His enemies cannot 
ſhake the pillars of His everlaſting throne. The Church of 
Chriſt was founded upon a © rock, againſt which the gates of 
Hell ſhall not prevail”; and notwithſtanding the aſſertions and 
efforts of infidelity, the public eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity ſhall 
continue to be the barrier, erected by the Gop of Truth, againſt 
the return of idolatry and ſuperſtition. * HE that is higher than 
the higheſt regardeth, and there be higher than they. —“ 
HE beholdeth miſchief and ſpite, to requite them with His 


hand.. HE hath bent His bow;” and when His time 
s come, © HE will make ready His arrows upon the 9 
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and“ will find out them that hate Him.” By. continuing our 
ſucceſſes at ſea, Hz may till turn the battle from our gates: or, 
if HE has deſtined, that upon our own land we are to contend, 
whether Great Britain ſhall retain its rank amongſt the nations of 
the earth, or become an appendage of the French Republic, he 
may employ the confuſion and deſtruction which await the inva- 
der, as an inſtrument of accelerating the return of peace. Be 
not afraid, brethren, of the threats of the foe : but © ſanctiſy 
the Lok of Hoſts himſelf, and let Hi be your fear, and let 
HiM be your DREAD.” Recolleft the glorious firuggle by 
which your anceſtors purchaſed the bleſſings of a free Govern. 
ment, and proving yourſelves worthy of the precious inherit- 
ance which they bad tranſmitted to you, truſt in that arm which 
made them ſtrong. © Remember the LoRD, which is great and 
terrible; and fight for your brethren, your ſons and your daugh- 
ters, your wives and your houſes.” Set up your bannerszin 
His name, and H will ſpread over you His impenetrable: 
ſhield. © The right hand of the LoRD, which doeth valiantly,” 
ſhall again overthrow thoſe who riſe up againſt you; and your, 
children's children ſhall, in this land, worſhip the Gop of their | 
Fathers. Amen. hb 


